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SUBJ: TAUT NERVES IN LISBON OVER MOZAMBIQUE SITUATION 
CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

SUMMARY: RECENT INCREASE INFRET , IMP ACTIVITY IN 
MOZAMBIQUE, COUPLED WITH POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS WHICH 
CAST DOUBT ON OOP'S DETERMINATION TO HANG ON FOREVER 
THERE, HAVE INCREASED APPREHENSION IN BOTH GOVERNMENT 
AND PRIVATE CIRCLES THAT THINGS MAY BE PALLING APART. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. POCUS OP ATTENTION ON OVERSEAS MATTERS IN LISBON 
HAS SHIFTED PROM GUINEA TO MOZAMBIQUE AS A RESULT OF 
BOTH MILITARY AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. ON MILITARY 
SIDE, MURDER OF FARMER'S WIPE NEAR MANICA (LOURENCO 
MARQUES 044), OFFICIALLY ATTRIBUTED TO PRELIMO GUERRILLAS, 
AND SUBSEQUENT REACTION OP WHITES IN MOZAMBIQUE HAVE 
CAUSED MUCH CONCERN IN LISBON. COMING SOON ALTER 
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REPORTEDLY INDISCRIMINATE MASSACRE BY PRELIMO OF 
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CIVILIANS IN NHACAMBO VILLAGE (LOURENCO MARQUES 030), 
EARM INCIDENT HAS HEIGHTENED FEARS HERE THAT FRELIMO IS 
MOVING TOWARD GENUINE TERRORISM. THIS INCIDENT AND 
ATTACKS ON RAIL LINES IN TETE INDICATE FRELIMO HAS 
ESTABLISHED ITSELF CONSIDERABLY FARTHER SOUTH THAN ONLY 
A FEW MONTHS AGO. 

2. DEMONSTRATIONS ON PART OF WHITES IN BEIRA, VILA 
PERY AND MANICA IN PROTEST AGAINST ALLEGED LAXITY OF 
ARMED FORCES HAVE PROVOKED CONCERN THAT SENTIMENT FOR 
RHODESIAN TYPE SOLUTION, GREATLY FEARED BY PRIME MINISTER 
CAETANO, MAY ASSUME TROUBLESOME PROPORTIONS. LISBON 
PRESS HAS GIVEN HEAVY PLAY TO FAVORABLE REACTION OF 
WHITES IN TROUBLED AREAS TO GOP DECISION PROVIDE THEM 
WITH ARMS AND RADIO NETWORK. 

3. VISIT OF ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL COSTA 
GOMES TO MOZAMBIQUE (LOURENCO MARQUES 080) SEEN IN 
LISBON AS SPECIFICALLY AIMED AT SOOTHING NERVES OF 
MOZAMBICAN WHITES BY ASSURING THEM THAT GOP IS ATTENTIVE 
TO THEIR PROBLEMS AT HIGHEST LEVELS AND THAT MILITARY 
SITUATION BEING REVIEWED BY TOP MAN. ALTHOUGH GOP 
SOURCES STATE THAT TRIP WAS PLANNED LONG AGO, COSTA 
GOMES LEFT LISBON WITHOUT PRIOR ANNOUNCEMENT AND WITHIN 
HOURS OF SWEARING IN OF HIS NEW DEPUTY, GENERAL SPINOLA, 
AND HIS STAY IN MOZAMBIQUE WAS UNUSUALLY LONG (TWO 
WEEKS). 

4. BOTH MOZAMBIQUE ANP CHIEF MORAI BARBOSA, IN LISBON 
FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSION (HE IS A DEPUTY) AND 
CABORA BASSA CZAR ENG. CASTRO FONTES RECENTLY EXPRESSED 
GRAVE CONCERN TO VISITING SOUTH AFRICAN VIP AT THE WAY 
THINGS WERE GOING IN MOZAMBIQUE. AS AMCONGEN LOURENCO 
MARQUES HAS REPORTED, THERE IS WIDESPREAD BELIEF IN TO 
GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE CIRCLES THAT MOZAMBIQUE GOVGEN 
PIMENTAL DOS SANTOS, SEEN AS INEFFECTUAL IN POLITICAL 
MATTERS, WILL SOON BE REPLACED BY CASTRO FONTES. 

5. CONSERVATIVES IN LISBON HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE POLITICAL TRENDS IN MOZAMBIQUE SINCE 
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RECENT VISIT OF OVERSEAS MINISTER REBELLO DE SOUSA TO 
TERRITORY. MINISTER'S EMPHASIS ON INCREASING PROVINCE'S 
AUTONOMY HAS UPSET RIGHT WING, ALTHOUGH MINISTER HAS 
NOT BEEN CRITICIZED PUBLICLY. HOWEVER, CONSERVATIVES IN 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY HAVE SEIZED UPON RECENT ACTIVITIES 
IN LISBON OF JOANA SIMIAO TO EXPRESS THEIR UNHAPPINESS 
WITH WHAT THEY PERCEIVE AS SHIFT IN GOP POLICY. MISS 
SIMIAO'S VISIT RECEIVED WIDE PUBLICITY; SUCH 
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TREATMENT IMPLIES GOP BLESSING; WHICH TROUBLES RIGHT, 

SINCE IT IS WELL KNOWN HERE THAT MISS SIMIAO SEEKS 
INDEPENDENCE FOR MOZAMBIQUE. 

6. DEPUTY MORAIS BARBOSA HAS CALLED EOR IMPROVEMENTS 
IN MOZAMBIQUE'S SECURITY APPARATUS, WHILE INSISTING 
THAT PORTUGAL'S "PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES NEED NO 
REDEFINITION". 

7. COMMENT: WE SENSE THAT THE GOP IS BEGINNING TO 

FEAR THAT ITS HOLD ON EVENTS IN MOZAMBIQUE MAY BE SLIPPING. 

SCOTT 
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